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1 Department’s Position: The Departmentof Health (DOH) stronglysupportsthe line itemsin

2 AmendmentList 16 (P. 39) of Bill 11, (2013), CDI under“RecreationalServices”in the amount

3 $90,000for staffingand$10,000for EBT terminalinstallationandmaintenance.

4 FiscalImplications: N/A

5 Purposeand Justification: TheDepartmentof HealthstronglysupportsResolution13-1 and funding

6 in Bill 11, (2013), CDI to supportstaffingandterminalsto provideaccessto SNAP ElectronicBenefit

7 Transfer(EBT) benefitsat the City and CountyPeople’sOpenMarket (“POM”) sites. The budgetline

8 itemsunder“RecreationalServices”in AmendmentList 16 (p. 39) in the amountof $90,000for staffing

9 and$10,000for EBT terminalsarenecessaryand fully justified for the establishmentof EBTaccess.

10 Currently,thereare62 farmersmarketsin the City andCountyof Honolulu. 25 of thosemarkets

11 areoperatedby the City andCountyPOMprogram. In the entirecounty,only 6 marketsprovideEBT

12 terminal access,of whichPOM marketcomprisesonly one(1). Currently,the EBT terminalaccessat

13 that onePOM existsonly becausethe local communityhealthcenterin the communityvoluntarily

14 steppedforwardto takeresponsibilityfor providingEBT accessfor their community.

Is EBT POSterminalsarethe meansby which recipientsof the SupplementalNutrition Assistance

16 Program(“SNAP”) (formerly calledFood StampProgram)accessthe benefitsallotted to them by the
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1 U.S. Departmentof Agriculture(“USDA”) FoodandNutrition Service(“FNS”) to purchasefood and

2 nutrition. Previously,SNAP recipientsaccessedtheir SNAP benefitsthroughthe exchangeof paper

3 food stampcoupons. In 1996,whenthe Federalgovernmentmandatedthat SNAP allocationsbe issued

4 throughelectronicbenefittransfersystemsratherthanpapercoupons,the POMdid not convertto

5 providefor electronicaccess.POMstill providesfor papertransactionaccessonly, but becauseit is

6 cumbersomeandan onerousprocedurewhich often resultsin vendorsnot receivingtheir payments,it is

7 rarelyusedor madewidely knownthatit is available. Theresult is SNAP recipientsarenot ableto

8 easilyaccesstheirbenefitsto buy freshfruit andvegetablesat farmersmarkets.Nationally,what

9 resultedwasa71% decreasein SNAP redemptionof fruit andvegetablesat farmersmarketsin the

10 period from 1994to2008.

Ii It is importantto notethat the USDA-FNSmostrecentlyimposedapolicy that only “sponsors”,

12 (not non-profitor third-partyorganizations)mayapply for EBTadministrationlicensesat farmers

13 markets, “Sponsors”aredefinedas administrativeoversightagencies.Consequently,for the POM

14 program,becausethe City andCountyis the administrativeoversightagency,only the City and County

15 is eligible to provideEBT administrationandterminal access.In light of this new rule, this funding

16 requestwill allow theCity Administrationto moveforward to provideEBTterminalaccess.

17 TheDepartmentof Health is interestedin this issuebecausetheconsumptionof fruit and

18 vegetablesis amarkerof ahealthydiet. The ability to eathealthyis a critical elementin the fight

19 againstthe rising obesityepidemicin Hawaii andthereductionof the risksof chronicdiseasessuchas

20 heartdisease,diabetesandcancer. In Hawaii, almostonein four adultswasobesein 2010. Hawaii

21 adultobesityhasmorethandoubledbetween1995 and2010andchildhoodobesityincreased29% from

22 1999 to 2011. Obesity-relatedstatefundedmedicalexpendituresin Hawaiiwerecalculatedto be over

23 $470 million in 2009,andarecontinuingto rise.
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1 Hawaii’s low-incomepopulationhasthe highestlevelsof diet-relatedchronicdiseasesandthe

2 lowestlevelsof fruit andvegetableconsumptionin the State. Additionally, low-incomepopulations

3 havebeendocumentedto havelessaccessto freshfruits andvegetables.

4 Further,the Departmentis supportiveof the original intent of at the POMprogramto providethe

5 public, especiallythosewith lessincome,opportunityto:

6 1. Purchasefresh agriculturalandaquacultureproductsandotherfood itemsat lower cost,

7 2. Supportthe economicviability of diversifiedagricultureby providingmarketsitesfor

8 local farmersand vendors,and

9 3. Createfocal pointsfor neighborsto cometogetherandencouragehealthyliving.

10 This resolutionwould restorethe intentof the programto provide accessto affordablefresh fruits and

11 vegetablesin Oahuneighborhoods.

12

13 Thankyoufor the opportunityto providetestimony.
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