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KapoleiHale: ConferenceRoomsA, B, andC

RE: BILL 11: RELATING TO THE OPERATINGBUDGETAND PROGRAMFORTHE

FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2013 TO JUNE30, 2014.

AlohaChairMartin, Vice-ChairAnderson,andmembersofthe Council,

HSEAis a non-profittradeorganizationthathasbeenadvocatingfor solarenergysince 1977,
with anemphasison residentialdistributedgenerationandcommercialfor bothsolarhot water
(SHW)andphotovoltaics(PV). We currentlyrepresent70 companies,andourmembersinclude
installers,contractors,manufacturers,distributers,the utility, andothers. With 35 yearsof
advocacybehindus, HSEA’s goal is to work for a sustainableenergyfuturefor all of Hawaii.

HSEA supportstheprovisionsin Bill 11 which providesfundingfor an additionalsix full time
electricalinspectorsfor thefiscal yearbeginningJuly 1, 2013.

DBEDT estimatesthatthe solarindustrycomprisesapproximately26% ofHawaii’s entire
constructionincome. Fueledby thehighestelectricratesin the nation,andthepublic’s desireto
takechargeof their electricbills and investin thestate’sgreenenergyinfrastructure,the solar
industryhasexperiencedrapidgrowth in theselast few years. Thenumberof permitsissuedfor
PV projectson Oahuincreasedfrom 698permits in 2009 to 12,266permits issuedin the first
halfof 2013.This is good newsboth for theutility customerandfor the stateaswework to
reduceourdependenceupon importedfossil fuels.

However,thisrapidincreasein thenumberof permits issuedandthesubsequentrequestsfor
inspectionshasled to lengthydelaysto homeownersandbusinesseswhowishto completethe
processandbeginto generatetheirown electricity. Many havereportedwaits of threeor more
monthsto get an inspection,andthisdelaysboththeactivationofnet energymetering
agreements,andthe collectionof leasepaymentsasthe systemsmustbe operablebefore
paymentbegins. HSEA is thereforeverysupportiveof theproposalto providemorefundingfor
electricalinspectorsandthusensurethat inspectionscanbecompletedin atimely manner.

Thankyou for your consideration,andfor the opportunityto testify.

Mahalo,
LeslieCole-Brooks
ExecutiveDirector
Hawaii SolarEnergyAssociation
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