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I would like to suggestthat two items in Bill 7 (2013),CD 1, FD1 be reviewedand possiblyeditedto
betterprovideequalaccessto personswith disabilities on public sidewalksandin andaroundtheparking
meterareas.

The first item relatesto the referenceof “36 inchesin width of the sidewalk.” Sec.29.6 Exceptions.
(1) (C), and (3) (C), statesthat,”. . .do[es]notobstructtheuseof 36 inchesin width ofthe sidewalk. .

It might bemoreprudentto changethelanguageto statethat “at least” or “at a minimum” of36 inches
in width ofthesidewalk.
ThereasonI amsuggestingtheflexibility in the languageis becausetheAmericanswith DisabilitiesAct
(ADA) statesthat accessiblepathways,i.e., sidewalks,should be a minimum of 36 incheswide. The
intent of the ADA is to provide reasonableaccommodationsto bestmeet the needsof personswith a
disability. If a sectionofa sidewalkhasto be slightly wider than36 inchesto reasonablyaccommodatea
personwith a disabilityto travel smoothlydownthesidewalk,thenit shouldbe widen in that section.

The seconditem relatesto, “not obstructingindividuals from accessto legally parkedvehicles.” Sec.
29.6 Exceptions. (1) (D), and(3) (D), statesthat, “. . .do[es]not obstructindividualsfrom accessto or
egressfrom legally parkedvehicles.” I would like to recommendthat morespecific languagebe added
to this sectionto betteraccommodatethe differencesbetweenfree on-streetparkingstalls and on-street
parkingmeterstallsthatrequiresa feeto park in that stall. While bothtypesofparkingstallsarelegal, I
believeparkingmeterstallshavemorerestrictions. (Theseconditemmayrequirea separateBill instead
of languagechangein Bill 7.)

I believe that a parking meter stall can be construedas a spacewhere City governmentbusinessis
transactedbecausethereis an implied fee-for-servicecontractwhen an individual feeds the meterand
paysto temporarily“rent” thespaceto park in thestall for aspecificamountof time. If this is thecase,
then it would be prudentto betterdefinewhat thepersonis temporarilyrentingwhens/hefeedsthemeter
to parkhis or her car.

For example,the white lines that demarkthe boundariesof the parking stall as well as the curb and
sidewalkin and aroundthe parkingmetercould be definedasthe designatespaceeachparking meter
“rentsout whena personfeedsthemeter. Therentedstall shouldbekept freeof anyobstructionsso all
doorsof thevehiclecanbe openedandenteredinto or exitedfrom by theoccupantsin thevehicle.
Havingenoughspaceto easilyaccessany doorof thevehiclein theparkingspaceis especiallyimportant
for personswho have a disability or personswho are assistinga personwith a disability because
equipmentsuchaswheelchairsandwalkershaveto be removedor placedinto thevehicle.

If the parking spaceis betterdefined,it would probablymake it easierfor theHPD to enforcekeeping
theparkingmeterspacesand surroundingsidewalksclearof any obstructions.

Thankyou for your time andattentionto thesematters.

LaurieHirohata
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