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Relatingto NuisancesonPublicSidewalks

OPPOSED

I amopposedentirelyto this bill that will allowcountypersonnelto searchandconfiscate
personalpropertyon the sidewalkandcity places.

This is anattackonhomelesspeople,artistsandusersof freespeech.

GENERALPROBLEMS
This bill is alsoconcerningto thepublicwho needthe sidewalkfor commonpurposeand
life circumstancesthat arisewhereprivatebelongingmaybeleft on the sidewalkwithout
the intentof obstructionor nuisance.For instancepeoplehavechildrenwho mayleave
belongingsbut comebackto searchin areasonabletime, or peoplewhoneedto hold
propertyshortly for thepurposeofdroppinginto a store,go to thetoilet, makeaphone
call in aquiteplace,shuttlebelongingsastheymovethem.

Theability for city workersto makeadeterminationon “nuisance”hereis suchthat any
thingnotmeetingthesmall boxmeasurementcanbe confiscatedimmediately.Thesmall
collectionsizeis far too small asto be reasonable.
Theproceduresfor recoveryaredifficult or impossibleandan appealsystemaddressedto
theDirectorofFacility Maintenanceis biasandunfair.Thefines aregrossandsevere.

HOMELESS
Sincethecity neglectshomelessby notprovidingproperpermanentshelteror even
dignifieddesirableemergencyshelterfor homelessit is unreasonableto excludethese
peoplefrom carryingandusingthereonly minimal meansofsurvivalandprivacy— such
asatent.

FREESPEECHandEXPRESSIVEACTIVITY

MISC. COM. 593



Artists andprotestorsrequireandhaverightsto expressionin publicplaceswhich this
bill contravenes.Theuseof installationsandstructuresfor protestor for art arenot
adequatelyspelledout in this bill. Therightsofprotestaresuchthat an encampmentor
“occupation”is warrantedandapositiveactivity for thecommunityto bepartof and/or
witness.This caninvolve multiple nitesandindeedanundeterminedperiodoftent and
structureusein apublic space— until suchtime asa grievanceis outstanding.

MichaelDaly


