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From: Choon James [choonjameshawaii©gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2013 7:53 AM ~

—

To: Kobayashi, Ann; Martin, Ernie; Harimoto, Breene; Chang, Stanley; Manahan, Joey; Pine, Kymberly Marcos; i~~erso~~,rr1
lkaika: ccidistrict4~honolulu.gov;Fukunaga, Carol A; Menor, Ron

Cc: ; Choon James ~

Subject: FY2014 Budget Committee Hearings - Fire Department must set its priorities amidst city’s perennial budgetin~stra~

City Council FY 2014Department BudgetHearings - Honolulu Fire Department

Aloha City Council BudgetChairAnnKobayashiand city council members,

Wecontinueto be alarmedat theaudacityofbureaucrat(s)who defy thecity council’scommonsenseapproach
to mitigatingthis HauulaFire Station Relocationfiasco. As youmayknow, my husband’sgrandfatherwas
buriedin his firemenuniform and weareproudof thefour generationsof firemen.We arestrongsupportersof
our first responders.However,therecanbe no sacredcows.

TheCity Council unanimouslydeletedand defundedthis controversialprojectfor FY2013. ThepastManaging
Director DouglasChin statedtheirAdministrationwasopento exploringalternativerelocationsitesfor Hauula
andWaialua.

Yet, thebureaucratscontinueto pushandshovetheirownagenda.

Asking $750,000for “planninganddesign” is putting thecartbeforethehorsewhenthis matteris still not
resolvedin thecourtsyet.

Thereis agrowingpatternof behaviorthat is very alarming.City Hall hascontinualstruggleswith debtto
servicethemanymunicipalsneedsin Oahu.Yet this unwelcomeprojectcontinuesto be pushedthroughthe
system!

This Taj Mahalstationis doublethe lot andtriple thecostsofa typical station. It’s beingrelocatedfor lessthan
two minutesawayfrom the existingHauulaFire Station.TheEnvironmentAssessmentstatedit will not
increasepersonnelnor increaseits scopeof service.Themain premisesfor this relocationwasit wasin a flood
zone.However,residentswho werebornbeforethis stationwasbuilt haverepeatedlysaidthestationhasnever
flooded.LandChiefMiyatathensaidthefire station’sconditionwasbadbut its conditionis similar to the
public schoolsthatthousandsofchildrenusedaily. Thelist of shifting andshallowrationaleis long.

We enclosea few selectedlinks to providea quick backgroundof this fiasco.
http://www.hawaiireportcorn/m~yor-carlisle-stop~h~-hauula~fire-station-reIocation-fiasco/123 Alice
Ubandoand otherfamilies living nextto theproposedsitewereneverconsulted.They live within 25 feetof
this site.

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/stop-hauula-fire-station-relocation-shibai/1Z3 Marvin Iseke liveswithin 25
feetof an earlierproposedsiteat HanaimoaStreet,wasneverconsultedby thesameEA consultant.DDC also
did not fully disclosethereare~ dci.- edacreaesaroundtheexistingHauulaFire Station.An
imaginativeand professionalarchitectcouldaddressthesevacantlots.

http://www.youtube.corn/watch?v=MJnAo9XOjTY
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hi~p://www.youtube.com/w~Ich?v=DgTNKyDniisBkDDC haslong list of bureaucraticmalfeasancein this
project. DDC violatedHRS Chapter343,NEPA. DDC EnvironmentalAssessment(EA) reportlisted
ALTERNATE ANALYSIS asNONE. Neighborsliving next to this proposedsitewereneverconsulted.DDC
did not discloseto city council therewasa ReynoldsRecyclingCenterthat hasno othercommercialto relocate
to.

Local firemenhaveno sayin thebureaucraticpolicy. This projectis notapublic-gooddecisionbasedon sound
andlogical premises.It’s becomingclearerandclearerto usthatit is contractor-driven,notmerit-driven.It does
not servethepublic well whenpriorities areso messedup.

We enclosea story of our friend in Punalu’uwhosehousewasburned.All our local firemenwerequickto the
scenebut theyweregreatly hamperedby thelackof waterhydrants.Fire Capt.Terry Seeligsaidthat there are
many places in the islands that don’t have fire hydrants closeby. Weknow. Therearemanyareasin our
regionin the samesituation.

Why thenarewenot settingourpriorities in providingbasictools (fire hydrants)for our firemeninsteadof
bullying local residentsinto acceptingarelocationsitetheydo not want?

If thecity is truly concernedaboutpublic safety,ourregionneedsmorepolicemanpower.Wehavea sub-
stationwith 3 policemenon duty at theKahukusub-station.KaneoheandWahiawaarethenextclosest
stations.Often times,thesepolicemenaresooverworkedand spreadout, policecallsrequire40 minutesfor
responsetime. On theotherhand,wehaveeightfire stationsin our region.Thetraditionofhavingafire station
in every little town needsto be re-examined.

Aboveall, it’s not too muchto askCity Hall to be prudentwith thepublic treasury.Firemenareworriedabout
receivingregularpaychecksanda dependablepensionasmuchasany oneelse.Takespecialinterestand
contractorsoutof thedecision-makingprocess.We cannotfind any compellingreasonfor thisprojectto
continueexceptthat it’s a prettyplum building contractto have.

Why doesthe city continueto carelesslyexpendfunds in this manner?Limited fundscouldbe usedfor many
othercompellingneeds. Thecity should knowhow ridiculous it looks trying to shovethe $13 Million building
ticket downHauula’sresidents’throatwhennearbyKahukuPlantationCamp’s71 old-timershavebeengiven
evictionnotices.Whataboutthe incompleteKahukuPark?What aboutthemonth-to-monthleaseKahukuGolf
Courseusedby thepublic?

Thankyou for deletinganddefundthisprojectfor FY2013. Pleasecontinuewith thecommonsenseapproach
anddeleteanddefundthis projectonceandfor all.

Mahalo!

ChoonJames
808293 9111

Reference:

Fire destroysPunaluu home located far from hydrant
Theblazedoesan estimated$600,000in damageanddisplacesninepeople

http://www.staradvertis~r~con~/i~ews/2011 0324 Fire destrQys Punaluu home located far from hy~drant.htm I?

id=1 18564384
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Billy Caseystoodin front of theburnt-outremnantsofwhathadbeenhis family homesince1972wondering
whetheranearbyfire hydrantmight havesavedhis Punaluuhouse,muchof it burntto thegroundin a blaze
yesterday.

“We’ve beentrying for 40 yearsto geta fire hydrant,” saidCasey,whosehouse
at 53-416H KamehamehaHighwayis on aprivateroadoff PunaluuValley Road
and is morethan 1,000feet from thenearestfire hydrant.

“There aremany places in theislands that don’t have tire hydrants close
by,” fire Capt.Terry Seeligsaid.

Firefightersfrom Hauulaarrivedin lessthan 10 minuteswith a 750-gallontruck
anda 1,500-gallontankerbehindit, with companiesfrom KaaawaandKahuku
right behind,Seelig said.

Firefightersran ahosefrom thenearesthydranton PunaluuValley Road,where
it intersectswith theprivateroad. Thefirst companydropsthehose,andthe
secondcompanyhooksup a pumperto thehydrantandrelayswaterto thesite,
with additionalpumpersusedif needed,Seeligsaid.

~

http ~
fire-hydrant-not-enough-to-f~ght/NcO43UnWSE2ttokdX~g,csp~ç
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Residents:Lone fire hydrant not enoughto
fight Punalu’u housefire

Published:3/23/2011 7:55 am
Share
Updated:3/23/201 1 6:45 pm

• Video
• Images

• Fire destroysPunaluuhome
A fire deep in Punalu’u Valley destroyed a two-story home Wednesday morning leaving a family of nine homeless.

Residents applaud the efforts of 35 firefighters but say the area’s one fire hydrant was not enough to do the job.

Bill Caseywasaboutto wakehis family whenhe noticeda strongodorcoming from upstairs.

“About quarterto six I smelt someburnt plastic,” saidCaseywho sawan orangeglow coming from the
kitchen. “I wentbackin thehousewokeeveryoneelsethat wasnot up got themout.”

Eight ofthenineoccupantswerehomeat thetimeall got outsafely.Thefirst of sevenfire companiesarrived
in 10 minutesbut residentssay it tookawhilebeforetheycouldevenattacktheblaze.

“We just waitedfor thefire departmentto gethereandbring in thehosefrom at theendof theroadfor theone
hydrantthere,” said Casey.
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“The flameswere huge.Thesmokeandflamesandcracklingnoiseit washorrible,” saidneighborKiki Emery.

Firefightersscrambledto connecthosesfrom thelonefire hydrantathousandfeetaway.Crewsstretchedeven
moreline to geton all sidesofthe burningstructure.

“It wasremarkablewhat theydid it took probablyabout30 minutesfor thembeforetheycouldreally getwater
to us,” said Casey.He and his wife Kananiand therestof thefamily watchedhelplesslyasflamesengulfedone
roomata time. “The garage,the living roomandit just by thetimetheyreally got watergoing it wasprobably
out of control.”

Caseysaysthecommunityhaspleadedwith thecity for decadesfor morefire hydrants.

“We’ve beenaskingprobablyfor 30 yearsnow and ofcoursemy dad andthemwere in thehomebeforeasking
andit’s every 10 yearsor sothey’ll comeout andsurveyit and saythere’ssomethingon theboardand that
they’ll getgoing andwe don’t seeanything,”he said.

“We had communitymeetingsboardmeetingsI know all theneighborswerejusttalking aboutit theysaid last
monththeywerejusttalking aboutputting one here,askingthemand I guessnothinghappened,”addedIra
Casey.

Thehousewasheavily damagedandis unlivable.No otherstructurewasdamaged.

“I’m just thankfulthat, blessingthatwegot all thefamily out that’sall that’s importantis gettingour lovedones
out,” said Bill Casey.

“Maybe this whattheyneededsomeoneto losetheirhome,” saidIra.

Thecauseofthefire is underinvestigation.Damagewasestimatedat $600,000.

TheAmericanRedCrossofferedassistanceto the family alongwith manyconcernedneighbors.

A spokesmanfor theBoardof WaterSupply saysthehomeis on aprivateroadandthecity’s responsibility
endsat thepublic right of way.

He saysa projectto addahydrantis in thedesignphase,but thereareno immediateplansto moveit up the
priority list.
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