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Testimonyfor City Council Bill 7

We needto help thehomelessfind appropriateshelterandaccommodations,but noton
our sidewalks. As aseniorcitIzen living in Chinatown,I havealmostfallendueto the
manyindividualssleepingandliving in public areas.One time it wasdueto ametal
pole laying acrossthesidewalkandother timesto avoidbodiesin doorwaysandalong
thesidewalks.Therearemanyelderly andhandicappedpeopleliving in this high traffic
area,and it is vital thatwe notaddadditionalhazardsto analreadyovercrowdedplace.

Sanitationis alsoa problemhere. I havesteppedin what lookedvery much like human
excrementandurine. Many storeshaveclosedtheir bathrooms.The Longs PaR has
had an ~outof order” restroom for as long as I can remember,andtheRossstoreon
Hotel Street hasnot had public restroomsfor ages. Also Macys, oneof the few
downtownstoreswith public restrooms,is closingsoon.

Thepresentsystemof giving a day’s notice to moveabandonedpossessionssimply
doesnot work. I havepersonallywitnessedahomelessmanandhis dogs,living in
front of theIzumoTaisha Mission at Kukui and CollegeWalk, leaveand return countless
times. This mission,oneof the few ShintoShrines in the U.S. anddefinitely a tourist
attraction,is generallysurroundedby two to threehomelessencampments.Advance
notice is awasteof thecity’s time andmoneywhen individualssimply packup, leave,
andreturnin afew days.

Ourcity is aprimetouristdestination,but will it remainsowith the growingnumberof
homelesscampingoutin public areas?Tourists frequently complainof this situation,
butfor residentstoo it is aseriousproblem.

Pleasefind otherviableoptionsfor thehomelessanddo not allow themto takeoverour
sidewalksandotherpublicareas.
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