
Item #1 Bill 1 (2013)
Aloha, I testifiedatthe first readingofBill #1 to voicemy supportandaskthecouncil to expandthebill to

allow for goatsin typical urbanresidentiallots. Unfortunately,I cannotgetcoveragein my classagainfor
the first committeemeeting,so I would like to submitwritten testimonyin supportofthebill, with
additional amendmentsto allow it to fully live up to its potentialto allow for amore sustainableresidential
legislationrelatingto thekeepingofanimals.

Thepurposeofthebill asit is currentlypresented--to promotefoodsustainabilityandprovidestandards
for thekeepingofanimals—needsto go further thansimply increasingthenumberofchickensto truly
meetits charge. I would like to suggestthecouncil applythesamelogic it usesto includeanddetermine

thenumberanimalssuchasdogs,to otheranimals,especiallyanimalsthat would allow for residentsto
independentlyproducemorefoodfor their families,sincethatis thepurposeofthebill beingconsidered

today. Specifically,I would like the councilto allow for goats,with appropriaterestrictions,to provide
residentswith greateropportunitiesfor foodsustainabilityandanimalcompanionship.

I’ d like to proposethatthecouncil removegoats,especiallydwarf,miniature,andpygmyvarietiesof goats
from thefarm animal list; underthecurrentproposaltheseanimalsareexcludedfrom anypropertyunder
two acres,dueto thenecessityofkeepingall farm structures300 feetfrom any propertyline. Underour
currentlaw, animalssuchaschickensand beeshavebeengivenappropriateamendmentsandrestrictionsto
makethemviablepartsofoururbanand suburbanlandscapes,andsimilar restrictionscouldbedraftedto

allow for the inclusionofgoatsin thisbill.

Themis-informationaboutgoatsin thegeneralpublic leadsmanypeopleto considerthemsmelly, noisy
animals,but in fact,mostgoats(with the exceptionofuncastratedmales),whenkept in the companyofat
leastoneothergoatto providecompanionship,haveminimal impacton theirsurroundingsbothin termsof
noiseandin thewastetheyproduce. Inthe lastdecade,manycitiesacrossthecountry--fromurban
environmentssuchasChicagoandSeattleto progressivecommunitiessuchasAustin and Portland--have

successfullypassedlawsto allow forthe inclusionofdairygoatdoesandwhethers(castratedmales)in
urbanand suburbanenvironments.Thesegoatsarenot smelly (unlikebucks,oruncastratedmales,which
haveearnedgoatssuchsmelly reputations),theyeat invasiveplants,andprovidedeliciousmilk alongwith

theircompanionship.Goats,especiallyminiature,dwarfandpigmyvarieties,aremoreand more
commonlykeptaspetsandasmembersofsustainableurbanhomesteads.

I hopethatthecity councilwill builduponthelogic oftheproposedbill by allowing for animalsthat would
haveno moreadditional environmentalimpactthancurrently allowedanimals,and includegoatswith the
appropriaterestrictions,suchasmadefor chickensandbeesunderthe currentlaw. I hopethatin
consideringthebill today,thatthemembersofthis committeewill continueto educatethemselvesabout
theviability oftruly making thisbill onethat supportsa sustainablefoodsystemin Hawaii’s urban
environments.
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Mahalo,
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