February 14, 2013

REGARDING: BILL 1 (2013)
MATTER: Relating to the keeping of animals

SPECIFICLLY: Chickens

The pending ordinance does limit the number of chickens per household, states where
enclosures for the chickens should be located and addresses odor/noise problems.
BUT, it is assumed that the animals are “owned/claimed” by law-a-bidding, responsible

people who are considerate of others.

Good natured, well meaning, kind individuals who love animals see a few feral chickens,
pecking at the soil and spread their left over bread for these birds. When the bread is gone,
they cut up some fruit for the birds. When the fruit creates a mess, they go to the store and
buy chicken feed.

Soon the birds number “A LOT”, and they create noise problems.

“Why are those roosters crowing at 3AM?”

When the person/family feeding the chickens is asked about it, the answer is usually,
“Those aren’t my chickens. They're feral. [ just feed them because they’re hungry. They
come around because they recognize me. They stay near because they feel safe. They
gather in our back yard because we don’t have dogs. They roost in our tree, I don’t know

why, but they seem to like it there.”

This ordinance is intended to protect the safety, health, peace and tranquility of your
constituents. [ believe that it falls short by not addressing the matter of what constitutes

“responsible for”, “ownership” or the word “kept”.
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Keeping the intent of this ordinance in mind and considering the ways that people “skirt”
the law, Bill 1 should be referred back to committee to further define who this bill is = S

intended to address. S g
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