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Dear Chair Berg and Members of the Committee,

Aloha. The Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports Resolution 12-318 and any efforts to increase
knowledge, public awareness, and protection of karst ecosystems on the ‘Ewa Plain. Very little of this
unusual and rare geologic feature has been protected, with pockets of sinkholes protected in the Pearl
Harbor National Wildlife Refuge and on 6 acres within the Alan C. Ziegler Sinkhole Preserve at Kalaeloa.
Sinkholes on the karst substrate once occurred along much of the Wai‘anae Coast, but nearly all of them
have been destroyed by agriculture and land development. The Kalaeloa sinkholes are known throughout
the world as repositories for the bones of bizarre extinct and flightless Hawaiian birds. The sinkholes are

also part of the hydrologic system on the ‘Ewa Plain. The sinkholes are a fascinating window to the past
and worthy of study, recognition, and protection wherever possible.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Ziegler
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