
Committeeon ParksandCultural Affairs
ChairTom Berg andMembersof the Committee
City Council
City andCountyof Honolulu
Honolulu, HI 96813-3077

Re: Supportfor Resolution12-318 Relatingto KarstEcosystems

DearChairBergandMembersof the Committee,
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Aloha. The ConservationCouncil for Hawai’i supportsResolution12-318andanyefforts to increase
knowledge,public awareness,andprotectionofkarstecosystemson the ‘Ewa Plain. Very little of this
unusualandraregeologicfeaturehasbeenprotected,with pocketsof sinkholesprotectedin the Pearl
HarborNationalWildlife Refugeandon 6 acreswithin the Alan C. ZieglerSinkholePreserveat Kalaeloa.
Sinkholeson the karstsubstrateonceoccurredalongmuchof the Wai’anaeCoast,but nearlyall of them
havebeendestroyedby agricultureandlanddevelopment.TheKalaeloasinkholesareknownthroughout
theworld as repositoriesfor the bonesofbizarreextinctandflightlessHawaiian birds. The sinkholesare
alsopartof thehydrologicsystemon the ‘Ewa Plain. The sinkholesarea fascinatingwindowto the past
andworthy of study,recognition,andprotectionwhereverpossible.

Thankyou for yourconsideration.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Ziegler

Hawa~i~sVoice for Wi~dlife Ko LeoHawai’i no na holoholonaIohiu
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