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From: Cynthia K. L. Rezentes [rezentes~gmail.com]
~ c~)Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:02 PM

~ C~-~

— ~ r~1
-<C-:,

Subject: Public Works and Sustainability Committee Testimony - Reso 12-290 - OPPOSITION
-~

Aloha, ~

I amsubmittingtestimonyin strong opposition to Resolution12-290Establishinga City ~
Policy to Continue the Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill as an Oahu LandfilL

Thecommunitieson theLeewardCoasthasbeeninundatedwith manyoftheservicesthat are
not wantedin otherlocationswithin theCity andCountyof Honolulu, i.e. refineries(transferred
from thedocksofHonoluluHarbor),H-Power,the largestpowerplanton theisland[once
consideredto includenuclearpoweralternatives],andaheavyindustrial parkalong with the
WaimanaloGulch SanitraryLandfill.

While theLeewardCoastcommunityhasbeen‘host” to theonly (recent)MSW landfill on Oahu
since 1989, theCity Council continuesto allow continuingprojectswhich, in manyother
communitieswould be consideredasdetractorsfor quality of life, to bebuilt on theLeeward
Coast.Whenwill environmentaljusticeconsiderationsbe undertakento stop this continuationof
locatingthenegativelyperceivedbusinessesfrom proliferatingin thecommunity?

TheCity Council hasalloweda considerationbe givenfor a light industrialparkto be built at the
entranceto theJointPearlHarbor-HickamLualualei Annex(LualualeiNavalMagazine)which,
whenmunitionsarefinally relocatedto otherfacilities on islandwould allow for theeventual
returnof thoselands to the State/County.How is that going to beofbenefitto thecommunity
whenthelandsreturnedareprimarily agricultural lands?

WhataboutwhentheCity Council overrodean overwhelmingcommunityresponseof NO! to
HaleWai Vista, utilizing thelastavailablecommercialpadat Wai’anaeMall for affordable
housingwhich doesn’tnecessarilymeettheneedsofourmostvulnerableaffordablehousing
needsfamiliesandwhoselocationis havingimpactson otherneighboringresidentialareas?

When will theCity Council recognizethattherearevaluesin theLeewardCoastthat arenot
measuredin dollarsandcentsbut in family valuesandour natural resources?

This resolutionis one moreslapin thefaceofacommunitywhich is looking for something
betterfor themselvesandtheir future families. Promisesapparentlydo not meanmuchto those
who continueto state,ourvalues(keepa landfill outof “our” communities)is morevaluable
thankeepingthis landfill operationalin someoneelse’scommunity.While this resolutiondoesa
greatjob in demonstratinga technicalanalysisoftheprocessthat hasoccurredleadingto the
continuationofkeepingWaimanaloGulchSanitaryLandfill opentoday,whereis theanalysis
which demonstratedit hasonly beenafterhardfoughtbattlesthat theoperationsofthis landfill
hasevenmovedfrom marginalto mediocreto currentmanagement?Whereis the recognition
thatthis landfill wasonceinitially fined with oneofthe largestfines in theUnitedStatesfor it’s
mismanagement?WherearetheCity’s guarantees(not WMI’s guarantees)that thesepast
incidentswill not happenagain,i.e fines for mismanagementandalsotheoverflow ofwaste
from the facility intoournearshorebeachesandwaters?
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How canany of you in goodconsciencecontinueto pushthis monstrosityonto acommunitywhich only
wantsa fair sharein improving thelot oftheentirecommunityandnot be knownasthedumpingground
for therestof the island?

I beseechyou to searchyourconsciencesandhonestlyanswerwhatyourpositionwould be if this
landfill werelocatedin yourcommunityfor 40 years.(1989-2030-ish).

Pleaseallow theprocessto moveforwardwith theCCHPlanningCommissionandtheStateLUC since
that processis not completedat this time. Allow this issueto be lookedat from alargerperspectiveand
with othereyes.

Mahalofor yourconsiderationto not advancethis resolution.

Sincerely,

CynthiaK.L. Rezentes
Wai’anaeResident

10/10/2012


