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	CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII


	
	No.   12-242                                      

	RESOLUTION

	



URGING THE MAYOR TO PROPOSE A SUPPLEMENTAL EXECUTIVE OPERATING BUDGET BILL TO RESTORE BUS SERVICE CUTS IMMEDIATELY UPON PASSAGE OF A BILL TO REPEAL THE TIPPING FEE DISCOUNT.

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2012, the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) instituted service cuts for TheBus that modified routes, reduced services, lengthened wait times, and/or eliminated routes entirely for thirteen different bus routes, including Route 55 (Kaneohe—Circle Island), Route 65 (Kahaluu—Honolulu), Route 52 (Wahiawa—Circle Island), Route C (Country Express Makaha—Honolulu), and Route E (Country Express Ewa Beach—Waikiki); and

WHEREAS, on August 19, 2012, the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) instituted additional service cuts for TheBus that further modified routes, reduced services, lengthened wait times, and/or eliminated routes entirely for another twelve bus routes, including Route 1L (Downtown—Hawaii Kai), Route 2 (Waikiki—School/Middle Street), Route 3 (Kaimuki—Salt Lake), Route 9 (Kaimuki—Pearl Harbor), and Route 13 (Waikiki—Liliha); and

WHEREAS, the primary reason given by the Administration for these bus service cuts is the lack of available City funds to meet operating expenses that are projected to increase by $7 million, combined with the desire to avoid raising bus fares; and

WHEREAS, these reductions in bus services were instituted despite overwhelming testimony from bus riders against the changes at both City Council and committee meetings; and

WHEREAS, these reductions in bus services are negatively impacting bus riders around the island, creating hardships for some that have effectively eliminated public transportation as a means of commuting and forcing many previous bus riders into cars; and

WHEREAS, the Council has heard the uproar of bus riders over the bus service cuts and remains unconvinced that the Administration has considered every option to fund bus operations in order to maintain the standard of service provided prior to the June 3 and August 19, 2012 bus service cuts; and
WHEREAS, the Council has introduced a bill to repeal the tipping fee discount for recycling companies; and
WHEREAS, with the passage of this bill, it is the Council's understanding that the amount of funds accruing to the City will be sufficient to restore all bus service cuts to the level of service prior to June 3, 2012; and
WHEREAS, Section 9-105 of the Revised Charter of the City and County of Honolulu, provides that amendments to the annual executive budget ordinances and program may be submitted by the Mayor and considered by the Council; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds that the provision of adequate City bus service is a core City responsibility and function; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges the Mayor to propose a supplemental executive operating budget bill for the Council's consideration to restore bus service cuts to the level of service prior to June 3, 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor submit this supplemental executive operating budget bill immediately upon passage of a bill to repeal the tipping fee discount; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council urges the Mayor to work with the Council to restore these bus services as quickly as possible; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to the Mayor, the Managing Director, and the Directors of Budget and Fiscal Services, and Transportation Services.
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