
TO STRENGTHEN THE IDENTITY OF OAHU AND BE
BETTER ABLE TO COMPETE IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY.
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On the flight over from Oahulast night, I had a chanceto
readan article in HawaiianAirlines’ HanaHou magazine. It ~
was a story about a Hawaiian historian by the name of ~
SamuelKamakau. Samuelwas born in my district, on the
North Shoreof Oahuin Mokuleia almosta centuryago. He
wasa prolific writer who gaveusvivid accountsof Hawaii’s
earlyhistory, includingtherise of Karnehamehathe Great.

The importance of oral history to the first Hawaiians
contributed to their survival, the article claims, as they
carriedthe experiencesof their ancestorswith them on their
voyages. They also passed down an ancient Hawaiian
proverbthat still resonatestoday; particularly for thoseof us
in government:

“In the future is the past”.

I realized how well this idea fits into our discussionstoday.
Like the early Hawaiians,we needto remainaware of past
experiencesthat canshapesuccessin our future.

Honolulubeganits economiclife as a tradecenterfor nations
borderingthe Pacific. It’s location in the mid-Pacificmakes
it a major stopoverfor trans-Pacificseaand air shipments.
HonoluluHarborhasa highly successfulForeignTradeZone
and severalmajorshippingcompaniesservingtheport.

The harboralso has terminalsfor commercialfishing, cruise
ships,andferries.
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Trade is certainly a part of Hawaii’s economic future,
continuingthe tradition of serving as a businessand trading
hub of Asia and the Pacific region. It is one of Honolulu
County’s four major industiy sectors,along with tourism,
government,and businessservicesthat account for about
two-thirds of our total employment. Servicesand tradeare
considered the two largest growth industries for Oahu
County.

Honoluluhasalsomadegreatstridesas a centerfor research
and development,especiallyin the areasof oceanography,
astrophysics,geophysics,andbiomedicine.

A team of University of Hawaii CancerResearchscientists
recently createda new type of anti-cancerdrug that can
destroya key protein that triggersthe developmentof many
typesof cancerincluding lung, breastandskin cancers.

Breakthroughs such as this and others have helped to
establishHawaii’s international reputation in the field of
medical research. Hawaii is also an appealinglocation for
the establishmentof health and weliness centersthat can
attractthousandsof clientsfrom aroundtheworld.

One-fifth of the land in Honolulu County is zoned for
agriculture. With a single cashcrop no longereconomically
viable, diversified agriculture is our besthope for keeping
mostof thatlandavailablefor cultivation.

Oncelost to development,it cannotbe re-claimed. But to
survive the pressurefor development, the land must be
productive.

Aquaculture,which includes cultivated speciesof shellfish,
finfish and algae,holdsmuchpromisefor the future,just as it
sustainedearlyHawaiianfamiliesgenerationsago.
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We can pay lip serviceto sustainabilitybut early Hawaiians
lived it, supportinga populationof hundredsof thousandsof
peoplewith no importedgoods. If we want to preserveour
unique island culture and identity, we need to seriously
lessenour dependenceon importedfood andfossil fuel.

With investments in various forms of alternative energy
productionfrom wind to solar to sea-watercooling systems,
Oahuis vigorously pursuing energy independencethat can
help us achievesustainability. A clean, greeneconomyis
onceagainin our future.

But not all thenewsis good. Unfortunately,Hawaii is oneof
the top ranking statesin housingcosts. About 65 percentof
housingin Honolulu is condominiums.Housingrentals,fuel,
and food costsare amongthehighestin the country,ranking
ussecondin thenationfor multiple part-timeemployment.

If we are to maintain a decentquality of life on Oahu, we
need to deal with the housing shortageand the growing
problemof traffic congestion. I believe Oahu’srail project
canhelpusmeetbothof thesechallenges.

The solution canbe found in transit orienteddevelopment.
Rail is gaining international popularity as major cities
struggleto dealwith congestion. Here locally, it represents
countlessopportunitiesfor foreign investment.

Increasingthe density along the developmentcorridor will
alsoprovide more affordablehousingand encouragepeople
to park their cars and ride the rail. Ancient Hawaiian
settlementswere usuallylocatednearthe resourcesnecessary
for everydaylife.
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Likewise, transit-orienteddevelopmentwill providefor more
completecommunitiesthat lessenthe needto travelvery far
from home for people’s basic needs, saving time and
conservingresources.

Last September,largely due to the initiative of then Council
ChairNestorGarcia,all four Hawaii countiesparticipatedin
the Sister-CitiesSummit at the Hawaii ConventionCenter.
Participantshad manyopportunitiesto interactand to share
information abouteconomicopportunitiesin sistercities in
the Philippines, in China, Japan, South Korea and the
MarshallIslands.

Sincethe inceptionof the sistercity programmorethanforty
years ago, Honolulu has establishedsister city ties with
twenty-eight internationalcities, of which two are cities in
theRepublicof Korea.

The IncheonMetropolitanCity Councilrecentlyexpressedan
interest in establishinga friendship relationship with the
Honolulu City Council to fosterour legislativeassociation.
I ampleasedto reportthatthe City Councilwill soonfinalize
a unique friendship council relationshipwith the Incheon
MetropolitanCity Council.

I firmly believe that fostering such relationships will
stimulateeconomicdevelopmentas it promotesharmonyin
our part of the globe. We are connectedto thesecountries
through our history. We will remain connectedthrough
mutualinterestsin thefuture aswell.

Froman isolatedgroup of islandsin thePacific to acenterof
global trade and communication,Hawaii has a bright future
ahead. It is partof the legacyfrom thosethat camebeforeus
that in our future is our remarkablepast. Aloha.
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