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From: Debra Ford {mailto:ford.dm©earthlink.net]
Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2012 4:08 PM
Subject: City Council Public Hearing Testimony (Bill 11)

I fail to see how Bill 11 will significantly reduce the number of kayaks in Kailua Beach
Park. The largest company is within walking distance and will still be able to overwhelm
the beach park with hundreds a day. Few people complained about commercial
activities until that company established such a large daily footprint in the park and
access roads. Now it appears Bill 1]. will give them the monopoly on the kayak rental
business with no limit on the numbers that they can send into the park.

Also, unlicensed kayak vendors operating from private property near the park will
continue and likely expand. For the most part, they have no insurance, shoddy boats,
pay no taxes, and do not set a good standard for tourism here.

I think permits, business limits (eg, limit the number of kayaks that can be rented out
per day), and enforcement is a better way to go. Kite, windsurf, surf lessons are needed
for safety. Designate swim, lesson, and boating areas. The guided kayak tours, which I
assume constitute a commercial activity and must stop under Bill 11, help promote
tourist safety and respect for our fragile ecosystem. Continue efforts to halt big bus
traffic through the park as a safety and pollution issue. We just need some regulating
here.

Sincerely, Debra Ford
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