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From: Mary Lacques [hokuokekai50@msn.com] CITY CLERK
Sent:  Wednesday, May 09, 2012 5:00 AM HONOLULY, HAWAN

To: _ L
Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of Resolution 12-57

Aloha Council Members,

I am resubmitting testimony in strong support of Resolution 12-57, asking that you
recommit in favor of creating as informed a citizenry as possible. I feel that an informed
public is the cornerstone of a free society, and knowing what we are consuming is a
basic right that should be guaranteed for all citizens. I believe that local government-
elected officials that have a close, intimate relationship with their constituents, is the
most appropriate place to address the labeling of genetically engineered

foods, especially in our beautiful, isolated state, where we face myriad challenges
relating to food security and food purity.

It has been over five months since the December 7th City Council meeting regarding CR
347, Resolution 11-339. I found my fellow citizen's testimony to be compelling and
comprehensive in presenting a strong argument as to why food containing transgenic
ingredients should be labeled.

I am assuming that your curiosity regarding the creation of these novel genes that are
so pervasive in our food supply was stimulated, and that you have done your own
research regarding pesticide use and the degradation of the aina, potential health
effects of GE food, the moral and ethical questions being raised about the patenting of
life, and the corporate control of the world's food system, to name a few concerns.

Therefore you have also found strong, science-based arguments that dispel the
following myths regarding this relatively new technology:

Genetic engineering is needed to feed the world.

Genetically engineered foods have been thoroughly tested and proven safe.

Genetic engineering increase yield.

Genetic engineering reduces the use of agricultural chemicals

Genetically modified organisms can be contained, and therefore coexist with non-GE

crops

Please represent your constituents and vote for labeling to ensure our most
fundamental right to know what we are feeding our families.

Sincerely,

Mary Lacques

P.O. Box 14 MISC. COM. 1262
Hale'iwa 96712 _ £ounCH,
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