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FROM: DougLuka,CountyPresident
SouthOahuFarmersAssociation

RE: Resolution12-57(CR-99)— UrgingtheStateofHawaii andtheU.S. Food&
Drug Administrationto requirelabelingofgeneticallyengineeredfood.

POSITION: OPPOSE

DearCouncil ChairMartinandCouncilMembers:

OnbehalfoftheSouth OahuFarmersAssociation,we arestronglyopposedto Resolution12-57.

TheSouthOahuFarmersAssociationis affiliated with theHawaii FarmBureauFederation,a
non-profitagriculturalorganization,addressingmanyofHawaii’s issuesaffectingfarm and
ranchfamilies. Our chapterhasabout227 membersprimarily coveringtheregionalareafrom
Hawaii Kai to CentralOahu.

TheSouthOahuFarmersAssociationcontinuesto advocatefor agriculturalscienceand
technologyto improvefarmer’sproductionandsuccessoverall. Farmingis one ofthemost
difficult andrisky typesofbusinessesasfarmershaveto contendwith theelements,pestand
diseasepressuresandmustbecompetitivein themarketplace. Wecannotfarm like wehave
donein thepast. With increasedregulatoryrequirements,urbanpressure,andaging industry,
farmersneedto bethemostsophisticatedandtechnologicallyadvancedbusinesspersonto be
successfulin today’sworld. We haveto producemorewith lesslandandresources.

Thepapayaindustryis oneofour local industriesthathavebenefitedfrom biotechnology.If it
weren’tfor thescienceandtechnology,ourpapayaindustrywould notexisttoday. It is now a
thriving industrythathasbenefitedhundredsoflocal farmersstatewide.FDA, USDA andEPA

havefoundno negativehealth,safetyornutritionalissuesassociatedwith papayaor anyother
agriculturalproductfor that matter.

Resolution12-57is an anti-gmoandanti-sciencemeasure. Requiringa label specificallyfor
“gmo” makesafalseassumptionthat it hasanegativeaffectwithout any factsordata. This

resolutionis basedon fearandphilosophicaldifferences.Labelingrequirementsshouldbe
sciencebased.Weurgeyouroppositionto thismeasure.
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