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Sent: Monday, April 23, 2012 4:11 PM ~PR23 q ~
Subject: Council Meeting Testimony

CITY CLERK
TestimonyAgainst fl0flOLtJLU~HAWAII

City Council Resolution 12-57

Thereis no scientificjustificationfor this resolutionevenbeingconsidered. If theFDA cannot
providejustification for suchlabeling,how canthe City andCountyofHonolulujustify it?

Thereis absolutelyno scientificevidenceof harmfrom consuminggeneticallymodified
(biotech)foodson themarkettoday. Thesefoodscontainthesameingredientsasnon-
geneticallyengineeredfoods. If therewasa differencetheFDA would haverequiredlabeling.

Thisonly appearsto beaploy to assistin themarketingoforganicfoods by usingscaretactics. I
seriouslyquestionsomeofthedataprovidedin thisresolution,suchas,thenumberofGE fish
underdevelopment,who cares?Andmitigatingunnamedadverseeffectswithout any evidence.

Labelingproductscontaininggeneticallymodifiedorganismsin Hawaii doestwo things. One,it
addsunnecessarycostto ourfoodproducts,andtwo, it will limit theavailability offood
products,becauseno companyis going to label therefoodfor sucha smallmarket. Theyjust
won’t sell it in Hawaii.

How canthecouncilevenconsidersuchascientificissuewithout thescientificfactsproving
suchaneed. WhentheNationalAcademyofSciences,theAmericanMedical Association,and
theWorldHealthOrganizationdeclarethatbiotech(GMO) crops,areassafeasthoseproduced
by conventionalbreeding,how cantheadditionalcostof labelingbejustified?

I recommendthatyoudisregardthisResolution. It’s notjustified, but only servesto scarethe
public for no justified reason.

Don Gerbig
6 Tulip Place
Lahaina,HI 96761
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