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Parks and Recreation committee of the City Council

Testimony of Bob Twogood April 18, 2012
Council members:
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Mr. Anderson, You gave me a list of 5 problems this bill is supposed to address. Of those 5 éoblerm?, 3of
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them are too many kayaks in the park, in the parking lot of the park, and on the water. I’'m b@&e that nfgst of
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the people testifying in favor of this bill are not aware that this bill presently will have zero @prgct a%thqu
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problems, because the largest vendor of kayak rentals in Kailua is right across the street fronghe pag]s so the
number of Kayaks they send into the park, and onto the water won’t be reduced at all by this bill. In fact, the
number of kayaks they send into the park and onto the beaches will increase significantly. That’s because this
bill will put our company, that has been serving this kayaking community for over 30 years, and two others out
of business, put over 30 of our workers — Kailua residents — out of work, and it will make a monopoly out of the
company across the street from the park. Then the people that would have come to us for kayak rentals, and
remember, we deliver kayaks to a parking lot at the canal, which is outside of the park area, will be forced to go

the new monopoly by the beach.

So, if this bill won’t do what you intend it to, what is the sense in putting these companies out of business, and

these Kailua residents out of jobs?

I’d like to request that you withdraw this bill, or vote it down. Then amend it so that it will accomplish what the
residents want. I’ve been working in this town and around the park for 30 years and making a small business
work and grow, which more than anything else is problem solving on a daily basis. The reasonable request of
Kailua residents to limit the commercial activity can be accomplished WITHOUT creating the damage this bill
presently does, and I will be glad to help solve this problem so it will work for the residents of Kailua and their
family and friends who want to have kayaks delivered to the canal parking lot just outside the park, and the

small businesses of Kailua.
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