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9 CC~April 1, 2012

Re: Bill 12 (2012)andBill 30 (2012)

City Council Members:

I amwriting in supportof Bills 12 (2012)and30 (2012)which amendsprovisionsof theROH 1990,
Ch. 8 regardinghorseboardingandstablingandthededicationof agriculturalland,respectively.

I ama horseownerandboardmy horseatanequestrianfacility in Waimanalo.I believethathorse
owners(whetherowning oneormultiplehorses)havethemin their livesbecausehorseshavethe
ability to transportits owner/riderinto arealmwherethe impossiblebecomesa distinctpossibility,
wherea goodride or performancecementsthecommunicationskills betweenthehorse andriderand
eventhemundanechoreofmuckingyourhorse’sstall comeswith adegreeof accomplishment.The
famousadage“[t]he outsideofahorseis goodfor the inside of aman” ringstrueevenin today’sworld.
Theskills developedandusedin communicatingwith one’sequinepartner(whetherfrom the groundor
astride)translatesto howan individualcommunicatesandmanagestheir life skills, however,havingan
equinepartnerdoescomewith aheavymonetaryinvestment.A majorityofhorseownersarenot
wealthyandlike I, do nothavehorseson my property.I residein theCity but commuteto my horsein
thecountry. I did this in the 1960’sandi.970!s andagainsinceI returnedfrom themainland.

In yourefforts to rein in thepossibl.eegregioususeof the“agricultural” designatIonfor someproperty
owners,thepassageof Bill 44(2011),CD2wasoverbroadandfailedto mitigatethepotentialdamages
for commercialequestrianoperatorsandhorsestables.However,theabove-referencedBills currently
beforeyou now seeksto remedythepotentialeffectsofBill 44(2011), CD2. It shouldbenotedthatas
anyhorsepersonknows,multiple businessesbenefitfrom havingequestrianfacilities andhorseowners
in thecommunity. We supporta litany of differentservicesin thecareof ourequinepartners.To name
just afew, from thehorsetrainer,barnstaffmembers,the local feedstores,local tackshops,
veterinarianandfattier services,non-medicalhealthservicesfor ourequinepartners,local food
establishmentsand transportationservices(e.g.,gasstations,horsetransports,etc.). This is just from
a singlehorseperson.Nowmultiply thatwith thethousandsofotherhorseownersisland-wideandone
canseethemonetarybenefitsto the local communityandalsoto both.theCity andStatecoffers.As
such,wegenerateandmaintaineconomicactivity in ourrural areas.Lastbutnot least,equestrian
facilities maintainandprotectourpreciouslandin thatit securesand sustainsourgreenopenareas.Let
usbe cognizantof ourpurposeto find waysto protectourgreenareasandnotbeshortsightedlike the
Statein theirsupportofseveralBills beforeit regardingAgritainment,morespecifically,theallowance
andexpandedresidentialandtouristicusesof agriculturallands.

Any failure by theCouncilMciii bersto supportthecurrentBills beforeit will jeopardizeanddevastate
theentire equinecommunityby theclosureofmultiple equinefacilities dueto theexponentiallyrisin
costofaffordableland.Whata potentialnightmarishscenario.What o we o wi i thehorsesthat
peoplecannotafford to maintainandthe“trickle down”effectwill ofcoursework its way throughthe
chainto all thebusinessesandindividualstheequinecommunitysupported,howdo theymaintaintheir
personallivelihoods?Then,wecometo the land. How will the landownernowbe ableto affordhis
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land? Will it beconvertedto farmlandorwill it be soldto adeveloperwhowill it get rezonedand.
developedinto residentialsubdivisions?Thelossof suchan intrinsic partof ourrural community
would be lost forever. Theresultingequestriancommunity would thenberelegatedto theuber-
wealthy. Thiswould bean untenablepaththatI or anyoneelsein theequestriancommunitywish to
explore.

As such,J imploreyou to approveBill 30 ~20l2)which,appealsBill 44 (2011)orthevery leastapprove
Bill 12 (2012)wherebyit providesthenecessaryrevisionsto amendBill 44 (2011).

Thankyou in advancefo,r yourconsiderationin theforegoingmatter.

Respectfullysubmitted.

Is! Ma~Lock
(808)292-2150


