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From: CarolGonsalves<carolvgonsalves~gmail. corn
789HoolauleaSt.
Hilo, HI 96720
Tel: 808-981-2863

Subject: Safety,EconomicDevelopmentandGovernmentAffairs Committee
TestimonyconcerningResolution12-57

Date: 2 April 2012

To: kmiller~honolulu.gov;jtachibana~honolulu.gov

DearChairmanTulsi GabbardandtheHonolulu City Council Committeeon Safety,
EconomicDevelopmentand GovernmentAffairs:

C

I opposetheproposedResolution12-57concerningtheGMO labelingmandate

I urgeyou, dearChairmanTulsi GabbardandtheHonoluluCity Council Committeeon2~ ~
Safety,EconomicDevelopmentandGovernmentAffairs, to considermy requestto
opposeResolution12-57which would requirelabelingof geneticallyengineeredfood.

Cu

A law requiringlabelingwill addaburdento thefarmerswho are strugglingwith the
doublejeopardyof low farm pricesand increasedcostsof laborandinputs suchas
fertilizer, spraysto controlplant pests,andalso,thecostof gasolineand shipping.

I feelthat we all havearight to eatwhat wewantto eat,andthemarketalreadyappears
to be ableto helpcustomersdistinguishbetweenGE and non-GEfood. It’s amatterof
preference,and notamatterbetweenlife anddeath.

GE foods,suchasRainbowand SunUppapayaweredevelopedfollowing strict
adherenceto US governmentprotocols,anda devotedcommittmentby scientiststo offer
bothconsumerandfarmerstakeholdersa deliciousandappealingproductthat is also
nourishingto our bodies.Moreover,thesepapayaswere developedby thepublic sector,
andnotby largemega-companieswhich strike terror in theheartofanti-GEactivists.
You’d think activistswould look atthegoodthathasbeenaccomplishedby independent
scientists,and fostermoresuchsuccess.

Geneticengineeringis a wonderfultool that canhelpprotectour food supply from the
scourgeof diseasesthatareheretoday,andthosethat areto come.It is my opinionthat
Resolution12-57specificallytargetsthenewpapayavarieties.Proponentsof this
resolutionspit in thefaceofmy husband,DennisGonsalvesandotherswho haveworked
tirelesslyto developandcommercializetheRainbowandSunUppapayasfor farmersand
consumers.
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Theyspit in thefaceoffarmers,manyof whom dependon their farmto helpmakeends
meeteconomically,becausetheydon’t earnenoughin theirotherjobs. Recently,farmers
havetold methattheycanbarelyafford to pay for laborcostswhenextrahelp is needed
on thefarm. Also, aquick look atreportsby theAgricultural StatisticsServicehasshown
little increasein freshfruit price(theamountthat farmersmake)from 0.35 centsper
poundin 1998 to 0.38 centsper poundin 2010.

PassingResolution12-57will certainlyincreasehardshipon ourpapayafarmersdueto
increasedcosts.In theend,we all will lose! PleasestrikedownResolution12-57.

Yours truly,
CarolGonsalves


