
To: HonoluluCity Council

From: DerekScammon
5210Likini St. __

Apt. 1305
Honolulu,HI 96818 -~

Subj: Koko HeadShootingComplex W
~ ‘~ rn

LadiesandGentlemen:

I amanavid shooter;andthoroughlyenjoyhavingtheopportunityto honemy skilg. Ko1~
HeadShootingComplex(KHSC) doesafair job ofmeetingmyneeds,but therearesomeglaring
problemsthere,aswell.

Beforelaunchinginto theproblemsattherange,I would like to saythatKHSC, evenin its
currentstateofdisrepair,is absolutelyvital to thesafetyand enjoymentofthe shootingpublic on Oahu,
agroupwhich is growingdaily. More thanapleasantpastimefor familiesand friends,training one’s
selfin theresponsible,safeuseoffirearmsis anaturalright, guaranteedby ourstateandfederal
Constitutions. Forthosefirearmswhich arekept in astateof readinessfor defenseofourhomesand
families,beingableto honeourspeedandaccuracymaywell beamatterof life anddeath. A strong
statement,to besure,but it is certainlythetruth. Maintainingapublic range,accessibleby citizens
from all socialandeconomiclevels,is simplythatimportant.

TheKHSC suffersfrom two maladies,maintenanceandschedule.I would love to seethe
Complexopensevendaysperweek,but thatmaybeabridgetoo far. Currentlytherangeis openfive
daysper week,with threeofthosebeinghalfdays. Thisshouldberegardedas thebareminimum
numberofhoursthat apublic rangeshouldbeopenandavailablefor use. Having servedon various
boards,I amfamiliar with budgetconstraints,so I understandthat for thetimebeingwemaybestuck
with thecurrenthours. However,I implore thecouncil to not evenconsiderreducingthecurrent
days/hoursofoperationfrom theirpresentarrangement.

ThemaintenanceproblemsatKHSC areofmuchgreaterconcernthantheschedule,althoughit
doesseemthatthetwo go hand-in-handlately. For example,theroofhassufferedwind damage,which
ledto the entirerangebeingclosedto effectrepairs.This shouldbe regardedasunacceptable.The
shootingpublicunderstandsthatif repairsmustbe carriedout, theaffectedportionsoftherangewill
not beavailablefor use,but thereis no reasonthatrepairsbeingmadeon thepistol side,for example,
shouldcausetherifle sideto beunusable.Thatassumes,ofcourse,that theCity andCountyintendsto
disregardanynecessaryupkeepuntil suchtimeasit becomesahazardto thepublic. Obviously, the
facility shouldbeproperlymaintained,allowingpreventivemaintenanceto be carriedout on daysthat
therangeis closedanyway. This would avoidhavingtherangeshutdownin thefirst place,and should
be thewayupkeepis done. Thereareanumberof itemsotherthantheroofwhich arein dire needof
attention,aswell. Thebiggestoneis probablythebathrooms;theyarecurrentlyin suchpoorshape
that whenI takeafemaleshooterto therangeI tell herto usethebathroombeforewe leave,because
the onesat therangearealmostunusable.

Thefinal topic that I would like to mentionis thepotentialfor chargingauserfeefor theuseof
therange. Therangeshouldremainfreeto thepublic, until suchtime asthebudgetfor subsidizing
joggingpaths,dogparks,and golf coursesis exhausted.TheCity andCountyprovidesmoneyfor a
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numberofpublicparks,but theseparksdo nothingbutprovideavenuefor leisurefor thepublic. As
mentionedearlier;theneedfor a shootingrangefar exceedstheneedfor aroundof golf or aplaceto
play with thefamily dog.

If it is absolutelynecessaryto chargeafee, it shouldnotexceedten dollarsfor theentireday,
andtheproceedsfrom that feeshouldbeusedfor themaintenanceandupkeepoftherangeonly. To
effectivelyplaceatax on theexerciseofaConstitutionalright is badenough,but for that taxto be
dumpedinto thegeneralfundandusedforprojectsunrelatedto therangewouldbeacompletetravesty.

Thankyou for yourconsiderationofmy comments,andI look forwardto having someofthese
problemsfixed.

Sincerely,

DerekScammon


