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November18, 2011

Memorandum

To: TheHonorablePeterCarlisle,Mayor

City & Countyof Honolulu

From: RomyM. Cachola,Councilmember

ErnestY. Martin, Council Chair

Ann Kobayashi,Councilmember,

Subject: Discussionon Resolution11-182atthePublicWorks
& SustainabilityCommitteeMeetingonNovember16, 2011

We would like to thankRossTanimoto,deputydirectoroftheDepartmentof Environmental
Services(ENV), for his inputat theaforementionedcommitteemeeting.During discussionof
Resolution11-182,Mr. Tanimotostatedthat it wasindeedpossiblefor theCity to terminate,at any
time, its contractwith Synagrofor thepiansanddesignof a seconddigester,secondsludgestorage
tankandotherassociatedinfrastructureattheSandIslandWastewaterTreatmentPlant(SIWWTP).
As you know, theamendedcontractdatedJuly 20, 2011 wasapprovedby youradministrationand
will costtheCity $1.55million.

Webelieveit would be foolhardyfor the City to proceedwith planningand designfor asecond
digester,particularly sinceourconsultantAECOM hasyet to exploreanddetermineviable
technologiesattheSIWWTAP asstipulatedin Resolution11-182.If a technologyotherthan
Synagro’sdigesteris selected,thenwe would haveneedlesslyspent$1.55million of taxpayer
money.
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We thereforeurgeyouradministrationto immediatelyterminateor suspendits contractfor theplans
anddesignsfor aseconddigesteruntil suchtime thatall alternativetechnologieshavebeen
thoroughlyvettedfor possibleimplementationattheSIWWTP. We alsorecommendthatthe
demonstrationprojecttaskedto AECOM continueto be giventhehighestpriority.

Lastly, attheNovember16, 2011,meetingofthe Committeeon PublicWorks& Sustainability,
committeemembersrequesteda list ofall technologiesthatwereconsideredby AECOM aswell as
companiesthat havesubmittedinformationto theCity for consideration.Kindly provideusa copy
ofthatlist aswell asthecurrentevaluationstatusofeachtechnology.

Thankyouonceagainfor your kokua.

cc: All Council Members
SaltLakeandKalihi NeighborhoodBoards
SandIslandBusinessAssociation


