
:1

~ A ~ ~I~11tIi~ C & C OF !JLOLULU
~‘~CiiYAi~1 ~

2011 SEP 26 PM 3: 20

I1~!~L~

Agency: Committeeon Safety,EconomicDevelopment& GovernmentAffairs
HearingDate/Time: Tuesday,September27, 2011,9:00 a.m.
Place: CommitteeMeetingRoom
Re: TestimonyoftheACLUofHawaiiCommentingon Resolution11-247CD]

(2011), Relatingto AcceptanceofGift of$75,000to HonoluluPoliceDept.

DearCommitteeChairGabbard,Vice ChairBerg, andCommitteeMembers:

The AmericanCivil LibertiesUnion of Hawaii(ACLU of Hawaii) writeswith commentson
Resolution11-247. ThisResolutionwould allowacceptanceof a gift of $75,000to the Honolulu
PoliceDepartment(“HPD”) to address“variousillegal activitieson the public sidewalksin Waikiki
alongKalakauaandKuhio Avenues,connectingsidestreets,andthebeachfrom theKapahuluPier to
the Hilton HawaiianBeachResortandSpa.”

We respectfullyaskthatthe Committeeobtain— andmakepublic — additional informationas
to what“illegal activities” the HonoluluPoliceDepartmentintendsto addresswith thesefunds. We
havereceivednumerouscomplaintsaboutinterferencewithprotectedFirst Amendmentactivities
(andharassmentof thoseengagedin protectedFirst Amendmentactivities)on Waikiki’s sidewalks,
andwehopethat thisCommitteewill ensurethatthis gift, if accepted,will be usedappropriately
(particularlywith the upcomingAPEC Conference,whenthe eyesofthe world will be on Honolulu).
We alsohaveconcernsthatacceptanceofthis gift mayindicatethatHPD operateson a “fee-for-
service” system,wherebythosewho offer “gifts” to HPD receivegreaterpoliceprotection,rather
thanademocraticsystemwherebypoliceservicesareavailableequally to all; weaskthat the
CommitteequestionHPD aboutthis issueas well. SeegenerallyStephenColeman,WhenPolice
ShouldSay“No!” to Gratuities,CRIMINAL JUSTICEETHICS,Wntr-Spring2004.1

The missionof theACLU of Hawaii is to protectthe fundamentalfreedomsenshrinedin the
U.S. andStateConstitutions.The ACLU of Hawaii fulfills thisthroughlegislative,litigation,and
public educationprogramsstatewide. TheACLU ofHawaii is anon-partisanandprivatenon-profit
organizationthatprovidesits servicesat no costto the public anddoesnot acceptgovernmentfunds.
The ACLU ofHawaii hasbeenservingHawaii for over45 years.

Thank youfor this opportunityto testify.

Sincerely,

DanielM. Gluck
SeniorStaffAttorney
ACLU of Hawaii
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