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From: Pono Shim [pshim©enterprisehonolulu.com]

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 4:14 PM

To:

Cc
£~rfl

Subject: City Council Public Hearing Testimony
C- çn

Honolulu City Council
The HonorableNestor Garcia, President

CommitteeHearing:Wednesday,April 20, 2011
2:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers

Supportfor Bill 3, Relating to the real property tax exemptionfor historic residentialreal property

Aloha Council PresidentGarciaand Council Members,

I amsubmitting my supportfor Bill 3, which addsclarity, transparencyandimproved enforcement
of the City’s propertytax exemptionprogramfor preservationof historic homes.

A couple of weeksagoas I walking down Merchant streetandnoticedthebeautyof the old two
story buildings that line up from theAlexanderandBaldwin Building toward Ewa. I noticed the
majestyof howthey all fit and the soul that they contributedto the downtown area. It was sucha
contrastto the otherbuildings thatmakeup the restof the block. I sharethis to illustrate the
valuethat preservedhistory providesfor our community. We all heardthe term oncelost neverto
be found, andthis is a reasonmany folks tirelesslytoil to preservethings, alastherearethosethat
time must releasefrom perpetuity, andothersthat canhelp remind usof kuleanaandmalamaof
our own homes,communities,history, and future.

All of thesearevery much connectedto economicdevelopmentstrategiesandhealthful
communities. Thereare lists of reasonsto supportthis bill, all of which havebeencited many
timesandwe agreewith. As we preserve,protect, and repopulateour nativeplants in Hawaii, I ask
for your considerationin doing the samewith ourhistoric homesthat we can still saveandshare.

We supportHonolulu’s investmentin historic resources.

Mahalo,

Pono Shim

PonoShim
Presideru& CEO
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