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TheOutdoorCircle wishesto expressits supportfor Resolution10-31.

First, we fully supportcreatingamaximumsizefor campaignsignsand2x4 feetis a good
number. Most standardcampaignsignsaresmallerthan2x4. Thisprovisionwould essentially
eliminatetheuseof campaignbannersthat arepostedand left on privateproperty—usually
someone’sfencethatfacesaroadway. Ofcoursebannerscouldstill havea multitudeoflegal
usessuchassign waving, rallies,booths,paradesandall typesofindoorevents.

Eachday theCity and CountyofHonoluluenforceslawspassedby theCity Council thatare
designedto limit visualclutterandbring orderto our communitiesby placingrestrictionson all
typesof commercialandnon commercialsigns:theseincludelimitationson size,location,
lighting,how long they maybe postedand so on. Yet whenit comesto campaignsignsthereare
virtually no restrictions. Andwhenyou look aroundtheislandit’s easyto seeclutter,distraction
andblight that comewith no restrictions.

Many candidatesaccuratelysay—its freespeech.Yes, it’s yourconstitutionalright—but is it the
right thingto do?

Legally, thecourtssaythatcommunitieshavearight to placereasonablerestrictionson
campaignsigns. You might hearfrom DPP, CorporationCouncil or theoffice of Council
Servicesthat passingsuchrestrictionswill landtheCity in court. Maybe. But in otherplaces
carefullycraftedlawsalreadyhavewithstoodlegal challenges.

Resolution10-31 alsocontainstime limits for campaignsigns—nosignspostedmorethan 120
daysbeforean electionandremovedwithin 30 daysafter. We believethesetime limits arefar
too long andrecommendamendingtheresolutionto read60 daysbeforean electionand 15 days
after.

OnyourwayhometonightI challengeyou to countthenumberof campaignsignsthatyou
estimateto be largerthan2x4 feetandimaginethepositivebenefitsthatremovingthemfrom the
landscapewould bringto theneighborhoodsofourbeautifulisland. And think abouthow long
someof thesignshavebeenup already. Here’sahint—theystartedgoing up in Februaryand
werefull blown, islandwide, beforeMemorialDay.

TheOutdoorCircle knowshow difficult it is—howcounterintuitive it is for electedofficials to
changetheworseningcultureofcampaignsignsin Hawaii. We’vebeentrying for 5 yearsto get
the legislatureto step-up....insteadtheyhavejuststeppedaside.

MISC. COM. 1395
Now it’s yourturn. Let’s get reasonable,meaningfulcampaignsign reformmovingandset an
examplethat will reducethenegativeinfluenceof political campaignson thebeautyofHawaii.
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